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A01: N dimensional being can fully perceive only N-1 dimension or less, Space Created Space, Hyunjoon Yoo, Eulyoo Publishing Co., Ltd. 2020.
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A02: How to Percieve Three Dimensional Space , Infotecture: Space as Void, Solid, and Activity Information, Hyunjoon Yoo,1997, Page 1-2.
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A03: Designing Relationship, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo ‘s Lecture.
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AD4: The different between accessibility to the yard from higher floors and lower floors, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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AO05: Turning Empty Classrooms into Terraces, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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CASE STUDY 1: Smurf Village School Masterplan, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, 2017
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A06: Smurf Village School Masterplan, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2017

Relocating the playground Jogging Tracks Running Through Greens and Across Campus

A07: Design Concept of Smurg Village School Masterplan, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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Case Study 2: Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, 2018-2021
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A09: A School like a Small Village, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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A10: Schools Offering Opportunities to Make Friends in Green Spaces, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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Current: Low, flat ceiling spaces in schools Proposed: School with various ceiling space designs
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A11: Various Ceiling Space Designs, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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A12: Section of Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2021.
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A13: Section on Indoor Activities within Yards at Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2021
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CASE STUDY 3: Separately and Together, Teheran-ro, Gangnam, South Korea 2021
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A14: Separately and Together, Teheran-ro, a street in the Gangnam district of Seoul, South Korea where is similar to Wall Street in Seoul, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects.
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CASE STUDY 4: Wind Fence 2, Gigang-gun, Busan, Republic of Korea, 2016-2022
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A15: Design Concept of Wnd Fence 2, Gigang-gun, Busan, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2016-2022.
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PROBLEM 3: nsldauiiananaduday
CASE STUDY 5: Mug Hakdong, Gyeongsangnam-do, Republic of Korea, 2011-2013
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A16: Multifunctional Facility of Mug Hakdong, Gyeongsangnam-do, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architect, 2011-2013.
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A17: Design Concept of Mug Hakdong, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo Architects.

4 v a e A . & d S
wananil niseenuuuiianiailafidenselnansaiumenn uasiuianainndnlss e lifaw
P | Ay P a1 ey & A . P o a \ ' a
ansadinfeiunmnaililagldi@ednldane Aunmaiigneanuuuliisesiuianssnanssnie doadausdn
ANFANYNWLAUBSINTNR uazaialszaunsaindndelddniunnau




ure Chulalon:
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A18: High-rise office buildings, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

81A19g4 Tneanizdrinenlug dnafreasnuidnuiauensendraniinanuinniauludusig
4 a o dy A4 A e o ama 4 dn d oA e
Wasanniaaunnsffasiennandfuaziuladunan ARy luFesesnaildazaanifiaiauiy
AuauAnlueIATLATAUINANE niinvuneuudugaingndnuaanunddan nlinisindaussndieiu
Wuidessnn nseanuuuRnaaaa 1wl sl ldiieasusanlaniadoudanludany wisedanasallsz@nsniw
N1391971% wazNTEauAANERINaNuATN e uluan Wk ada N lliBaa 1 wlelusTaZIIANWNY

CASE STUDY 6: JYP Entertainment’s new Headquarters: JYPE HQ, 2024

A19: Winning proposal of Design Competition for JYP New HQ ©JYP Entertainment, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2024.
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A20: Road Networks and Building Heights, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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CASE STUDY 7: HMG Smart City, 2021 — Hyundai Motor Group

A21: HMG Smart City, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021.
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PROBLEM 6: Tase@satinuinnandnninluasaunsiaanainny
SOLUTION: LANUTNAILTaNARTE NN

A22: Myeongjae Hanok, A Historic Korean House, Nonsan-si, Republic of Korea.
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CASE STUDY 8: Kangaroo House, Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea, 2013-2014

A23: Alley Within The House, Kangaroo House, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2013-2014.
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A24: Engaging with windows within Kangaroo House, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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PROBLEM 7: NSUNALARUAIURIE1TIUE
SOLUTION: aW15ALNUANNTL e uiaudIu

Average Distance Betwoen Parks- 4.02 km
Averuge VWilkng Time Sa3wean Facks: 1 v ) min

10 m‘rl', within 10 kem 9;’).17’6“‘«“"\4" 15 km
A25: Difference of Distance Between Parks in Manhattan and Seoul, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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A26: Shared Spaces that Create Common Ground Are Disappearing In South Korean Cities, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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CASE STUDY 10: AFER Hangang, Yongsan-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 2018-2024

A27: AFER Hangang, Yongsan-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2024.
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CASE STUDY 11: HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, 2021-2023
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A28: HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021-2023.
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A29: Solar Access: Vertical vs Horizontal Configurations, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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A30: Visibility Above And Below Ground Level, Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
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A31: Section of HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021-2023.
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CASE STUDY 12: HOUSE for ART & TREES, Seocho-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 2023
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A32: HOUSE for ART & TREES, Seocho-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture, 2023.
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Existing Promenade of Seoripul-Park

Connecting Promenade of Seoripul-Park Promenade with Art
A33: Integration of Seoripul Park Promenade with Museum Design, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2023
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PROBLEM 9: Tusangnuanaanaingau
Tuafiragnesnuuuniivesangau (Embracing the Community) faqtiusinazgnuenaanainiuiae
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CASE STUDY 13: The HUG, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, 2016-2018
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A34: The HUG, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2016-2018.
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A35: Design Concept of The Hug, Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.
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PROBLEM 10: azls#imaslasunisaysni
CASE STUDY 14: Village Tower, 2024

e view framing on higher floors

Space Between Neighbrhood L

A36: Design Concept of Village Tower, Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture
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ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN FOR SOCIETY LECTURE SERIES AY2024

3 December 2024 at the Faculty of Architecture Chulalongkorn University

PARTICIPANTS: Professor Hyunjoon Yoo, Hongik University, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects
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In his work, Hyunjoon Yoo stands out as a renowned architect and professor, celebrated for his
unique approach to blending architecture with human experience. His perspective goes beyond just creating
buildings; he focuses on how architecture can shape how we experience the world, our perceptions, and
how we address the social challenges of our time. He takes a deep explore into the concept of space. He
doesn’t just look at it as a physical entity but instead explores its deeper connection to human memory,
perception, and interaction. For him, space is an information, continuously shaped by how our brains process
sensory information and memories. This perspective challenges the traditional view of space, Inspiring us to

rethink the way we design and experience it.

Architecture is about designing relationships, not just spaces. It connects people, communities, and
nature. Design is the result of problem-solving; begins with understanding real societal issues, and this lecture
go through 10 problems, not just in physical space but it is also about social, psychological, and cultural. He
highlights how spatial design influences isolation and engagement, emphasizing that architecture should

create harmony, not just function. Ultimately, the spaces we inhabit shape our interactions and connections.

Through his concept of spatial prescription, architecture is more than just a response to a set of
needs, it's a tool that can address the deeper problems of society. When spaces are thoughtfully designed,
they can bring people together, promote inclusivity, and meet the diverse needs of both individuals and
communities. He emphasizes that well-designed spaces have the potential to improve well-being, ease social
tensions, and bring together people from different backgrounds. In his lecture, He challenges us to think of
architecture as a tool; not just for solving spatial issues, but for creating meaningful solutions that address
social needs. He inspires architects to consider the social context in which they are designing and to think of

their work as a response to today’s most pressing social challenges.
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What is space?

“Space is not an absolute physical quantity but the sum of all memories.” Hyunjoon Yoo said. Itis a
product of human perception, shaped by how our brain processes sensory information and memories.

Architects, therefore, should design with an awareness of how spaces influence our perceptions and

experiences.
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A01: N dimensional being can fully perceive only N-1 dimension or less, Space Created Space, Hyunjoon Yoo, Eulyoo Publishing Co., Ltd. 2020.

Logically, N dimensional being can recognize only N-1 dimensional being. Which means that human
cannot recognize the 3-D space as a 3-D being. Yet, we can still percieve the space, by saving the images

of the past to construct a final 3-D picture in our minds. Therefore, In our brain, We are 4-D beings, because

we can see the space by the help of a forth dimension time and memory.

A02: How to Percieve Three Dimensional Space , Infotecture: Space as Void, Solid, and Activity Information, Hyunjoon Yoo,1997, Page 1-2.
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“Architecture is to design relationship and Design is the result of problem-solving”
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A03: Designing Relationship, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo ‘s Lecture.

PROBLEM 1: SCHOOL ARCHITECTURE
SOLUTION: NEW SCHOOL DESIGN GOALS

Problems of increasing classroom space while maintaining playgrounds

i High school
7 | Elementary school
wr X Increase
Middle school Growing
12
taller
10
st

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017 (vear)
Per student classroom space demand by year
Korean Educational Development Institute, Educational Statistic DB.

Schools grow taller due to increased

per student classroom space demand.
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AD4: The different between accessibility to the yard from higher floors and lower floors, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

Use of Outdoor Spaces: Inversely Proportional to Distance

Empty classroom
‘ 4’

AO05: Turning Empty Classrooms into Terraces, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

A

The higher a classroom is, the less accessible the yard becomes for students during a 10-minute

recess, making breaks impractical. In contrast, lower classrooms allow quick and easy access to the yard,
enabling students to fully utilize the short break time.
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Case Study 1: Smurf Village School Masterplan, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, 2017

A

A06: Smurf Village School Masterplan, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2017

Relocating the playground Jogging Tracks Running Through Greens and Across Campus

AO07: Design Concept of Smurg Village School Masterplan, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

By moving large playgrounds to nearby parks, middle and high school students can share them
with the community. This frees up significant space within schools, opens up opportunities to create a variety

of spaces specifically designed for students.

Creating parks and walking tracks within residential areas for local residents nearby to use. Place

jogging tracks along school boundaries for shared use by students and local residents.




Case Study 2: Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, 2018-2021

A08: Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2021

A09: A School like a Small Village, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

The school designed to resembile a village, not a single building. Using the Hanok concept of
"Chae" (sections), the design arranges small sections to create yards.
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A10: Schools Offering Opportunities to Make Friends in Green Spaces, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

Also, the school designed to connect people with each other and with nature, featuring courtyards
between classrooms that allow ample sunlight to filter through.
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Current: Low, flat ceiling spaces in schools Proposed: School with various ceiling space designs

2,600m
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A11: Various Ceiling Space Designs, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

Rather than the current flat, low ceilings in classrooms, it is proposed to design classroom ceilings

with varied spatial forms.

A12: Section of Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2021.
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A13: Section on Indoor Activities within Yards at Smurf Village School, Seongsan-Myeon, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2021

Traditional school, designed like apartment emprasize indoor activities such as studying and
reading, offering limited opportunities to get to know friends and have activities together. In contrast, school
like a village, as independent structures, are more directly connected to personal memories. Classroom
buildings such as libraries, classrooms, and indoor sports areas, are more connected to nature. This design
encourages both indoor and outdoor activities, creating a more engaging learning environment that fosters

relaxation and leaves a lasting impression on students.
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PROBLEM 2: PUBLIC SPACE WITHOUT BENCHES
SOLUTION: LIMITED ACCESSIBILITY

In Seoul, the scarcity of benches in public spaces highlights a significant issue of social inequality.
For example, while New York offers 170 benches along 950 meters of Broadway. In contrast, there is only
three benches along the same length. This lack of seating forces people to spend money at cafes to sit down,
creating a divide between the wealthy and those who cannot afford it. This lack of shared, accessible spaces

prevents people from connecting with each other, contributing to social isolation and increasing conflict.

In the past, shared experiences like watching TV shows brought people together, but today,
individualized media consumption further isolates individuals. To foster connection and reduce conflict, it's
important to create more public spaces, particularly free spaces like benches, where people can interact and

share common experiences.

A14: Separately and Together, Teheran-ro, a street in the Gangnam district of Seoul, South Korea where is similar to Wall Street in Seoul, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects.

He launched a campaign to add more benches to the city, focusing on Teheran-ro, a street in the
Gangnam district of Seoul, South Korea, known for its high rental fees and resembling Wall Street. Installing
50 benches in this area, including one of my own designs. This bench consists of two separate chairs
mounted on the same rail, which can be combined to form a single bench or rotated to allow for various
seating arrangements. Users can choose to sit facing each other, enjoy the view, or adjust their position
based on their preferences. The flexible design empowers individuals to define their own seating experience,
making public spaces more adaptable.
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Case Study 4: Wind Fence 2, Gigang-gun, Busan, Republic of Korea, 2016-2022
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A15: Design Concept of Wnd Fence 2, Gigang-gun, Busan, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2016-2022.

This project create free spaces for people to enjoy. Located along the seaside, the building offers
a great view of the ocean, but those in the alleyway behind the building couldn’t experience it. To solved this,
He convinced the client to divide the building into smaller sections, creating pocket parks and alleyways
where people could pass through and enjoy the view without paying. Additionally, a staircase leads down to
the beach, and the empty rooftop is open to the public, offering another free space to enjoy the sea view.

This design aims to provide accessible, non-commercial spaces for everyone and also offering a comfortable
microclimate where people naturally gather or pause.
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PROBLEM 3: COMPLEX FUNCTIONS
SOLUTION: REDEFINING AND RESTRUCTURING SPACES

CASE STUDY 5: Mug Hakdong, Gyeongsangnam-do, Republic of Korea, 2011-2013
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A17: Design Concept of Mug Hakdong, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo Architects.

Mug Hakdong is multifunctional facility where the site offers a stunning ocean view, which was
previously limited due to surrounding structures. To solve this, the building was designed with flexible spaces,
including cafeteria and pension, that can adapt to various functions. These rotating elements helped create
dynamic interactions between the people and the space, giving the design flexibility and adaptability. The
design also features a staircase leading down to the beach and an open rooftop, providing accessible, non-

commercial spaces for public activities.
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PROBLEM 4: DRAWBACKS OF HIGH-RISE OFFICE BUILDINGS
SOLUTION: FAMILY-LIKE OFFICE BUILDINGS
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A18: High-rise office buildings, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

High-rise office buildings, especially large headquarters, create disconnection among employees
spread across multiple floors, with stairs and elevators as the primary means of movement. These buildings
often lack a human scale, leading to physical and social barriers. Employees in upper floors experience
disconnection from outdoor spaces, such as courtyards or gardens, making short breaks impractical. These
designs can hinder social interactions, reduce productivity, and limit opportunities for relaxation or
engagement with the surrounding environment.

Case Study 6: JYP Entertainment’'s new Headquarters: JYPE HQ, 2024
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A19: Winning proposal of Design Competition for JYP New HQ ©JYP Entertainment, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2024.

To solve disconnection in high-rise offices, He propose a family-like office layout, similar to a
communal dinner table, where people sit facing each other to encourage open discussion and collaboration.
In the JYPE HQ project, designed as an entertainment headquarters, the challenge was to accommodate
diverse spaces for activities like solo singing, group dance, and composing. The building features a 12-meter
long, linear floor plan with cantilevered rooms for natural light and ventilation. A central courtyard connects
spaces, fostering openness, while a shallow water channel separates public and private areas. The design

also includes an interior garden space for relaxation and a secure exterior with a police car for safety.
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PROBLEM 5: CAR-CENTRIC CITIES
SOLUTION: WALKABLE CITIES

In the early 20th century, inventions like the elevator and car reshaped urban cities, enabling high-
rise buildings and straight, expansive roads that increased distances between intersections. For instance,
while New York’s intersections are spaced 120-250 meters apart, Seoul’s have grown to 800 meters, creating

energy-intensive, car-dominated cities.
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A20: Road Networks and Building Heights, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

This car-centric urban planning has led to sprawling cities dominated by wide roads, highways, and
parking lots. This design prioritizes vehicle movement over pedestrian and community-oriented spaces,
resulting in cities with fragmented neighborhoods, reduced walkability, and limited green or social areas. The
focus on accommodating cars has disconnected people from their urban environment, making cities less
livable and environmentally sustainable. Solutions involve shifting the focus toward human-centric designs,
emphasizing walkability, public transportation, and mixed-use spaces to create more cohesive and vibrant

communities.
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Case Study 7: HMG Smart City, 2021 — Hyundai Motor Group

A21: HMG Smart City, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021.

He had the opportunity to design a smart city for Hyundai Motor Group, where the focus was on
integrating advanced technologies with urban planning. The design aimed to create spaces that welcomed
both residents and visitors to experience the automotive industry. The vision was to craft a city where people
feel deeply connected to their environment. From the entrance to the various public spaces, every element

was meticulously planned to provide a seamless and engaging experience.

The goal extended beyond showcasing automotive innovations; it was about building a livable,
interactive city where the community feels integrated with its surroundings. The design included a range of
interactive spaces, such as public parks and plazas, that foster communication, exploration, and connection.
Mobility and accessibility were key priorities, ensuring the city offered diverse amenities for both residents

and visitors.

The concept of a smart city went beyond just technology; it was about creating a harmonious
environment tailored to people’s needs. Hyundai Motor Group’s vision was not only to make the city
technologically advanced but also to make it welcome, functional, and innovative. This city represents a step

into the future of urban living, where technology and community coexist to enhance daily life.
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PROBLEM 6: HOUSING STRUCTURES THAT ISOLATE FAMILY MEMBERS
SOLUTION: ADDING WINDOWS CONNECTING ROOMS

YTV

A22: Myeongjae Hanok, A istoric Kean House, Nonsan-si, Republic of Korea.

In traditional Korean house, the layout allowed family members to stay in separate rooms but still
feel connected, as the windows between rooms provided visual interaction. This created a sense of closeness
and unity. However, modern housing has windows only facing the exterior, with no openings between rooms.
This lack of connectivity makes it harder for family members to communicate and reduces their sense of
togetherness. The proposed solution is to incorporate windows that connect the rooms, fostering better
communication and a stronger family relationship.

CASE STUDY 8: Kangaroo House, Seongnam-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea, 2013-2014

A23: Alley Within The House, Kangaroo House, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2013-2014.
Kangaroo house is designed for two generations: the parents and the son’s family to living together
while maintaining both independence and connection. The design allows for flexibility, with rooms that can
be adapted for various functions. A narrow courtyard in the center ensures visual separation, while still

creating a sense of neighbor. The kitchen and dining space, centrally located, acts as the heart of the home
for family gatherings.

L

A24: Engaging with windows within Kangaroo House, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture

At ground level, the house offers a connection to the neighborhood, with views of people passing
by outside. A narrow courtyard in the middle provides visual separation between spaces, with the second-
floor son’s family unable to see directly into the master bedroom. The kitchen and dining area, centrally
located, serves as the home’s heart for family gatherings. The design also solves the typical tension between
mother-in-law and daughter-in-law in Korea. The daughter-in-law’s bedroom is placed on the second floor,
giving her a higher vantage point, but still allowing her to observe the mother-in-law in the kitchen, reflecting
the dynamics of their relationship.
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PROBLEM 7: ABSENCE OF PARKS
SOLUTION: APARTMENTS WITH YARD-LIKE BALCONIES

Average Distance Betwoen Parks- 4.02 km
Avntage Wiling Ting Butwoen Park 12 7 min Averuge VWlkng Time Sawean Facks. 1 v ) mn
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10 parks within 10 km 9 parks within 15 km

A25: Difference of Distance Between Parks in Manhattan and Seoul, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

In Seoul, the lack of conversation and connection is caused by parks being spaced about four
kilometers apart, forcing people to rely on the subway or a car to access them. As a result, many young
people are unable to visit the parks regularly, while retired people are often the ones who go. In contrast,

Manhattan’s parks are more accessible.

A26: Shared Spaces that Create Common Ground Are Disappearing In South Korean Cities, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

Furthermore, green spaces in apartment complexes are often enclosed by fences, and balconies

are increasingly used as interior spaces, disconnecting residents from nature.

CASE STUDY 10: AFER Hangang, Yongsan-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 2018-2024

7: AFER Hangang, Yongsan-gu, Seou, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2018-2024.

AFER Hangang Apartment features balconies over two meters wide, open to the sky, and includes
planting areas and trees to create a yard-like atmosphere. This design lets residents engage with changing
weather and seasons, offering a sense of outdoor space within the community. With 27 units, each having a
unique floor plan, the building provides individuality for every resident. The windows face one another,

encouraging visual interaction between spaces, making it a distinctive and special place to live.
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PROBLEM 8: MODERN LIFE DISTANCED FROM NATURE
SOLUTION: COMING CLOSER TO NATURE

CASE STUDY 11: HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, 2021-2023
The concept came from his question “what it would look like if | were to incorporate the horizon and

the horizontal fence of jeju island.”

A28: HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021-2023.
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A29: Solar Access: Vertical vs Horizontal Configurations, Diagram from Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.

B A

A30: Visibility Above And Below Ground Level, Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo’s Lecture.
He designed a single-story, zigzag-shaped layout to align with the horizon and maximize sunlight
with increased window surface area. The light creates dynamic lines on the walls, producing a calming,

meditative effect. This space, with its interplay of light and shadows.

A31: Section of HOMI, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2021-2023.

Each element of the design is meant to foster a deeper connection with nature, creating a

harmonious relationship between the indoor and outdoor spaces.
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Case Study 12: HOUSE for ART & TREES, Seocho-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 2023
House for ART & TREE is the stories museum where located in a historically significant area. Once
a mountain, the site became a military base where he served for a year and a half, before being redeveloped

into an office complex.

i 5

A32: HdUSE for ART & TREES, Seocho-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo' Lectre, 2028.

In designing the museum, He wanted to preserve and reintroduce elements of nature lost during
the site’s transformation. He incorporated what | call “tree apartments”—dedicated spaces to house trees
displaced by the development. These green spaces are situated adjacent to the museum, with a gap between
the two structures forming a tranquil outdoor area for visitors to rest and reflect before re-entering the museum.

Existing Promenade of Seoripul-Park

Connecting Promenade of Seoripul-Park Promenade with Art
A33: Integration of Seoripul Park Promenade with Museum Design, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2023

A key feature of this design is the museum’s dual function as an urban connector. It bridges the
urban environment and the nearby park by integrating a pathway through the building, allowing people to
traverse the 15-meter elevation difference seamlessly. This pathway enables visitors to walk through the
museum without purchasing tickets, making art and culture accessible as part of their daily routine. As people
head to the park, they can naturally explore the museum, turning it into a dynamic public space that

maximizes its use and enhances its connection to the surrounding community.
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PROBLEM 9: CHURCH ISOLATED FROM PEOPLE
Churches, originally designed to embrace the community, are now often isolated with closed doors
that limit access, despite their intended purpose as welcoming spaces for community gatherings.

CASE STUDY 13: The HUG, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, 2016-2018
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A34: The HUG, Sejong-si, Republic of Korea, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects, 2016-2018.

The concept is inspired by the act of hugging—when you embrace someone, your arms form a
curve. This idea is translated into the building’s curved facade, symbolizing an embrace that welcomes
pedestrians.
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A35: Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture.

At the ground level, we created an open space where people can easily pass under the eave and
enter. Inside, there’s a public cafeteria that serves as a communal living room. This space is open to everyone,
not just Christians, offering a welcoming environment where anyone can spend time and feel included. That
sense of openness and accessibility is essential to the design.

ARCH
cu




ARCH é
= cu

PROBLEM 10: WHAT SHOULD BE PRESERVED?
CASE STUDY 14: Village Tower, 2024

A36: Diagram From Hyunjoon Yoo's Lecture

In this village tower design, we preserved the original shape of the village and its alleyways. Smaller
buildings occupy the ground level up to the fourth floor, creating a welcoming, neighborhood-like
atmosphere. Above that, a 25-story office building provides functional workspace. From the ground level,
pedestrians recognize the lower-level buildings, so it feels like a very friendly neighborhood. There’s an
alleyway in the middle, allowing people to penetrate the building and walk through the alleyways. This design
successfully combines a friendly environment with practical office space, demonstrating the architect’s ability

to meet both goals.
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Transcription of Architecture and Design for Society Lecture Series AY 2024

Topic : SPATIAL PRESCRIPTION: An exploration of how architecture and

spatial design can serve as solutions to analyze and remedy social challenges
By : Hyunjoon Yoo
From : Hongik University, Hyunjoon Yoo Architects

Audio/Video Duration: 01:23:25
Date transcribed : 3 December 2024

Time Speaker Audio
00:00:00 MC: Hyunju Good evening, everyone, welcome to the Architecture and Design
Jang for Society Lecture Series AY 2024.

This recurring academic event is held monthly, featuring one to two
sessions per month. The series brings together esteemed speakers
from diverse disciplines, both nationally and internationally, to
share their expertise, insights, and experiences on design and
research that address social challenges and contribute to the
betterment of our community.

I’d like to highlight that participants who attend more than 80% of
the lectures throughout the academic year will receive a certificate
of completion. This certificate can also be used as part of a credit
bank for credit transfer when enrolling in programs at the Faculty of
Architecture in July.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to On Nippon Paint Decorative
Coatings (Thailand) Co., Ltd., Skulthai Co., Ltd. and Woodmark
(Thailand) Co., Ltd. for their generous support in making this event
possible. Additionally, we sincerely thank the Korean Cultural
Center for organizing this remarkable lecture and providing us with
this inspiring opportunity.

Now, it is my honor to invite Assistant Professor Sarayut Supsook
to officially open today’s session.

00:02:18 Assistant Good evening, everyone,
Professor
Sarayut Welcome once again to the Faculty of Architecture here at
Supsook Chulalongkorn University. It is a great honor today to have a

professor with us, presenting a lecture made possible through the
generous support of the Korean Cultural Center.

Today’s topic is truly fascinating. When we discuss architecture,
we often trace its origins back to basic human needs and our innate
desire to create spaces that offer comfort and functionality. Yet,
over time, architecture has also introduced challenges, such as the
phenomenon known as “sick building syndrome.” This condition,
which some of you may have heard of, arises from environments
that fail to support our well-being.

Architecture, at its core, seeks to enhance our lives and provide
comfort within the spaces we inhabit. Today’s lecture focuses on
Spatial Prescriptions, examining how design can address and even
remedy issues like sick building syndrome. This perspective is
compelling, likening the role of architecture to that of a remedy—
similar to treating a poison with an antidote. It challenges us to

Faculty of Architecture Chulal University



rethink how architecture can actively heal and improve our
environments.

Before we begin, | would like to extend my gratitude to our
sponsors: Nippon Paint Decorative Coatings (Thailand) Co., Ltd.,
Skulthai Co., Ltd., Woodmark (Thailand) Co., Ltd. and the Korean
Cultural Center. Their support has been invaluable in bringing
Professor HyunJoon Yoo to us today.

Professor Hyunjoo Yoo comes to us with an impressive academic
background, currently teaching at Hongik University, and we are
privileged to have their insights shared with us this evening.

| hope this lecture fosters new ideas and strengthens our
connection with Hongik University and its esteemed faculty.

Without further ado, let us welcome Professor HyunJoon Yoo.

Thank you.

00:04:18

MC: Hyunju
Jang

Now, let me properly introduce today’s incredible speaker. I've
already shared a bit about him earlier, but I’d like to provide more
details.

He is a professor who is one of the most prominent architects and
thought leaders in contemporary architectural design. He serves as
the principal architect at New Architects and is also a professor at
Hongik University, the top arts and architecture school in South
Korea.

Beyond his remarkable architectural achievements, Professor is a
bestselling author and a respected voice in Korean media,
renowned for making architecture both accessible and relevant to
a wide audience.

On a personal note, our faculty has a special connection with
Korea, as there are two Koreans among us, including myself and
one of our students here. Both of us are huge admirers of his work,
so this opportunity is especially meaningful to us. | even brought his
book today, and I’'m thrilled to share that it’s already signed!

It’s an honor to share this moment with our faculty members and
students alike. Please join me in giving a warm welcome to
Professor HyunJoon Yoo.

00:05:47

HyunJoon Yoo

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to deliver this lecture and
for inviting me to your university. | must say, | believe this is one of
the best universities in Thailand. | come here every year and take a
walk around the campus. It is such a beautiful campus, and | am
really happy to share my thoughts about architecture with all of you,
the prominent architecture students here.

Kick-off

00:06:10

HyunJoon Yoo

Mostly, it is about spatial prescription. It is based on the idea of
seeing architecture as a cure for society. As architects, that’s our
main concern. When | was 20 and an architecture student, | always
thought about space because we are the ones who deal with space
in architectural works

00:06:30

HyunJoon Yoo

What is Space?

A01: N dimensional being can fully p: ive only N-1 di ion or less

So, you know, my question is, what is space?
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During the 1990s, Time magazine recognized it as the internet era
because everyone was talking about internet space. At that time,
we called it cyberspace. But | was wondering, why do we call it
space? When | look at the internet, it’s just a collection of text and
a few hyperlinks. You click on the words, and it takes you to another
page. It’s all about text, yet people still call it space.

I remember looking at Yahoo, the most prominent search engine at
the time. There were only 466 art websites and 6,400 business
websites—very few—but people still referred to it as space.

In 1994, | was traveling during the summer, and the weather was
incredibly hot. | found a cool place, which happened to be a church.
I walked in, looked up at the ceiling, and was so shocked because |
saw space in the painting. | thought | was seeing space in the sky, a
kind of heavenly space.

That was when | realized that space is simply a byproduct of how
the human brain perceives it. The main idea is that architectural
space isn’treal in a physical sense. It is more of a product of brain
processing and perception.

00:08:08

HyunJoon Yoo

So, when you look at a piece of paper with a triangle, a circle, and a
square, we can see the differences among them. But for a triangle,
when it sees the circle, and then when the triangle sees the square,
it perceives only a line because triangles are two-dimensional
beings. They perceive the world in a one-dimensional way. As
three-dimensional beings, we can recognize the difference
because we can see depth and dimension. An N-dimensional being
can fully perceive only N-1 dimension or less. But what’s interesting
is that, although we are three-dimensional beings and space itself
is three-dimensional, we can still perceive it. And after thinking
about this for some time, | realized it’s because we have short-term
memory.

00:09:07

HyunJoon Yoo

So we collect all the visual information through our eyes, capturing
the images on the retina. These images are then converted into
electric signals and sent to the brain, which processes all that
information and makes sense of space. When we are born into this
world, we automatically start to perceive the world through the
same framework of space and time. Our brain is constantly making
sense of space in this way. We process around 200 images per
second. You might have experienced this when you look at a bicycle
wheel spinning clockwise, and as it slows down, it appears to rotate
counter-clockwise before it speeds up again. This is because our
brain processes 200 images per second, and at a certain point, it
combines the counterclockwise images.

I realized that reality is constructed based on these 200 images per
second, while movies are made with 36 or 24 images per second,
animation films with 16 frames per second, cartoons with one
frame per second, and the internet often presents one image every
four to five seconds. Even though the images might be static or just
text, they are still collected by our brain, which processes them to
create a sense of space.

00:10:48

HyunJoon Yoo

Space is information

A02:HowtoF i Three Di i Space, Infotecture: Space as Void, Solid, and Activity Information
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My conclusion is that space is information. In 1994, when | wrote
my thesis at MIT, the title was Infotecture, a combination of
information and architecture.

Based on this theory, | believe space is not just an absolute physical
quantity but the sum of all our memories. It’s crucial where we
spend our time. After the invention of smartphones, we spend a
significant amount of time in cyberspace, the online space. But we
also spend time in offline space. These experiences, these
memories and pieces of information, create our own reality.

Architects, therefore, need to consider both online and offline
spaces. But understanding this doesn’t fully answer how we should
design these spaces. | was reflecting on the true power of
architecture.

Is Architecture Art?

Some people say architecture is art. In my view, art is something
that touches our minds and evokes special emotions. When | look
at a painting by Van Gogh, it changes my emotions. Great art can
even change our way of thinking or our perspective. Music,
sculpture, and other forms of art can have a similar effect.

Architecture certainly embodies sculptural values, so in some
ways, it can be seen as art. When | look at a structure, such as the
palette or the scale of a family, it leaves an impression on me and
touches my mind. So, at certain points, architecture can be
considered art. But architecture is not purely art.

Some people argue that architecture is about technology. Others
say it’s about real estate and money. Architecture encompasses a
broad spectrum of meanings and functions. | believe that art and
architecture intersect in some ways, which is why parts of
architecture can be perceived as art. But architecture is not entirely
about art.

00:13:01

HyunJoon Yoo

What is the True Power of Architecture?

AO03: Architecture is to design relationship and Design is the result of problem-solving
Architecture is more than just art. | believe architecture is to design
relationships. For example, consider two people. If we place
something between them, it can disconnect their relationship. But
if we add a window, they can see each other. If we add a door, they
can come and go, maintaining a strong connection.

Changes in levels can also disconnect people. But if we add a
staircase, it creates a way for them to communicate, establishing a
relationship. Similarly, when we create walls, we can define private
spaces. And when we add a roof, it defines the sense of space and
elevates us, much like a ziggurat. The higher position, like the top of
a ziggurat, often holds more power, which is why penthouses are
more expensive than lower-floor apartments. Height grants a sense
of power to the person in that space.

This diversity in architecture is like biodiversity in nature, created by
variations in the order of DNA bases—such as A, G, and C. Just as
four DNA bases combine in different sequences to create life,
architecture uses basic elements—windows, roofs, doors, and
stairs—to create diverse spaces. These architectural elements
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combine in three-dimensional ways to shape spaces, and these
spaces define the relationships between people inside and outside
the architecture.

Architects orchestrates relationships. That is the true power of
architecture. In society, there are many conflicts. If we design
better spaces, we can help solve these conflicts and social
problems. | believe that the ‘hardware’ created by architects has
the potential to cure social issues in many ways.

Air-Fishnet plaza

Based on these ideas, | want to show you some of my students’
work. This piece is what I'll call ‘Efficient Plaza.’ It’s a design I'm
working on, which consists of a fishnet structure combined with
tubes, positioned just beneath the water’s surface. When | was
designing this, | was inspired by the Biblical image of Jesus walking
on the water. | thought, what if we could create something similar?

I wanted to design an architecture that communicates with people.
If we place this structure just under the surface of the water in the
sea, the wind creates waves, shaping the contours of the plaza.
However, when you step on it, it sinks due to your weight. The
heavier the person, the more it sinks. People around you may notice
this, and some might come over to talk, causing the area to sink
even more.

On the other hand, if you are shorter or can’t swim, and the water
level rises, you might feel uncomfortable and walk away. The
structure then rises again. So, the behavior of this plaza is
controlled by factors like people’s interaction, the natural
elements, and even individual factors such as height or swimming
ability. All of these varying factors change the contours of the
space.

In this way, the architecture acts as a medium, connecting people
and nature, and it is constantly changing.

00:17:13

HyunJoon Yoo

Street Stage Theater, 2002

The next project is about a student theater at Harvard University.
This theater is for students, but usually, they participate as an
audience. However, when you’re an actor, you get to stand on
stage, which is a very special experience. | wanted to give all
students the chance to feel like part of the performance. So, what |
did was, | located the stage right by the street and made the facade
transparent. This way, whenever students pass by, they have the
experience of standing on the stage. It's a kind of reverse
relationship. In most theaters, the stage is at the far end, but by
reversing the location of the stage, we can create a completely
different sense of experience.

00:18:13

HyunJoon Yoo

Glass Sea of Information, 2003

The next project is an international competition about how we can
create a new library for a new era. | believe this was around 2001.
At that time, smartphones had not yet been invented. So, what | did
was place hundreds of computer terminals in the basement.
People would go inside and find whatever information they needed.
The images they accessed would be projected onto the ceiling. The
roof space was made of glass, as it was required by the
competition. This urban square was created with a glass surface,
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capturing images. This meant that whatever pictures were
displayed above the square, people sitting below could literally see
all the information.

Good Architecture Brings Harmony

So, that was the idea behind it. | believe that architecture is about
designing relationships. Good architecture brings harmony among
people, or within society. This is the motto of our office:
architecture is about designing relationships. We seek to create
harmony among people and with nature through new architectural
designs

00:19:25

HyunJoon Yoo

Design is the Result of Problem-Solving

This is our goal. And then we have to think about what design really
is. Design is the outcome of solving problems. When you look at
nature, every design in nature is defined by problem-solving. For
example, when you look at trees, they all look quite similar. Every
tree’s branches narrow as they go up, because this is the most
stable structure. This shape is made to help the tree survive. To do
so, trees need to maximize the surface area of their leaves, which
are crucial for photosynthesis.

The branches split as they grow upwards, creating space between
them, which allows wind to pass through. This design prevents
trees from falling down in heavy winds. In deserts, where moisture
is scarce, the trees adapt by minimizing water loss, which is why
some trees, like cacti, have transformed their leaves into thorns. All
of these design strategies in nature are about maximizing the
survival rate or solving problems to help the organism thrive in
different conditions.

00:20:53

HyunJoon Yoo

It begins with ‘defining the Problem’

So, design has to begin with the definition of the problem. This is
very important, most of the time. Now, we’re creating lots ofimages
based on artificial intelligence. Al can generate thousands of design
images within seconds. So, we may be competing with Al. But what
Al cannot do is define the problem. Defining a problem is based on
one’s perspective toward the world and all kinds of experiences,
along with an understanding of human nature. This is something Al
cannot do for now. Of course, in 20 years, maybe it will be able to,
but for now, this is something we, as humans, have to do.

00:21:42

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 1: School Architecture

A04: The different between accessibility to the yard from higher floors and lower floors

So, defining the problems—I’m going to show you our office work
from now on, which is mostly about how we define a project. It’s
about identifying social problems and how we can offer solutions
as a prescription for those issues.

AO05: Turning Empty Classrooms into Terraces

The first problem is school architecture. When you look at the
typical school, especially in Korea, these are methods created for
contemporary society. However, while the designs for schools
have remained unchanged, the world has evolved. My school, my
parents’ school, and my son’s school all look the same. Over the
last 40 years in Korea, the interior space available for students has
increased seven times, which is a greatimprovement. However, the
size of the land remains the same, and now we only have small
playgrounds with multi-story school buildings. This typical design
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has resulted in a situation where schools are more like poultry
farms.

The problem is, students are confined in the same class from
elementary school to high school. They are kept inside the school
for 12 years, and then, after graduation, when they choose a house,
they choose an apartment. This cycle continues—school, then
home, then the grave. Essentially, from start to finish, we are in the
same type of uniform space.

In Korea, schools, prisons, and the military share a similarity: they
all offer the same uniforms, the same plates, and the same food.
It’'s the government-supplied system of uniformity, leading to a
society where we focus on equality but in the wrong way, through
uniformity. This is why four different cities may look the same, and
the same applies to different houses in various places.

The problem is that the value of a house is based on price, which is
a quantifiable measure. When we make everything uniform, we
focus on the quantity rather than the quality. We lose our own value
over things, which is a sad thing.

So, we need to stop focusing on uniformity and start embracing
diversity. That is the goal.

Another school-related problem in terms of architecture is that we
create very high, forced-school buildings, but the reality is that
students spend only 15 minutes in the classroom and 10 minutes
of break time. However, they don’t go outside during breaks
because they have to descend several stories and then quickly go
back up. On average, students spend most of their time in the
classroom or hallway. So, we aim to design schools with lower-rise
buildings to encourage more movement and time spent outside.
Fortunately, the number of students in Korea is decreasing, leaving
many classrooms empty. | suggested demolishing the upper stories
to create a more open, flexible school environment, where
students can have more time outside, within just 10 minutes from
their classroom.

00:26:05

HyunJoon Yoo

A study of Gutman revealed that people living in low-rise
buildings have three times as many friends as those living in
high-rise buildings.

A study found that people living in low-rise buildings have three
times as many friends as those living in high-rise buildings. This led
me to wonder: why do innovative companies like Facebook,
Google, and Amazon emerge in California rather than New York?
Perhaps it’s because of the environment. Steve Jobs, known for his
tough personality, grew up in California, where earthquakes led to
one- or two-story homes. This kind of environment encourages
people to spend time outside and interact with others. If Jobs had
grown up in Manhattan, maybe his interactions would have been
quite different. Our childhood experiences shape our future, and
sometimes those experiences can even define the course of
society. This is a crucial point.

New School Design Goals
A06: Smurf Village School Masterplan
A07: Relocating the playground
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Smurf Village School Masterplan

The location of a school is incredibly important. | had the
opportunity to design a school hub, including an elementary school,
kindergarten, middle school, high school, and a park. My main idea
was to relocate the playground to the center of the park,
surrounded by trees, with walking paths and jogging courses for the
students to explore. This setup allows them to choose their
activities and fosters a connection with nature. Because we didn’t
have a playground inside the school, we had more space for the
campus, which allowed for a lower-rise design and a more open,
diverse layout.

The design includes different spaces for each grade. The first grade
students have a triangular-shaped courtyard. As they progress to
the second grade, they get a playground with a pond. In third grade,
they enjoy spaces with trees and red-colored roofs. This
progressive design gives students new environments to experience
as they grow, helping to create unique memories. The idea was to
bring nature into the school, as we learn knowledge from books but
wisdom from nature.

Other studies show that the height of classroom ceilings can
impact creativity. For example, students in a classroom with a 3.3-
meter-high ceiling showed twice as much creativity compared to
those in a 2.6-meter-high classroom. This 40-centimeter difference
in ceiling height made a significant impact on their creativity. Thus,
we need to ensure that classrooms have higher ceilings, as well as
more diverse ceiling shapes, to encourage creativity.

Reflecting on my own childhood, | remember feeling a stronger
sense of home in a house rather than an apartment. Apartment
buildings often feel too large and detached from the human scale,
and this is also true of schools, which can feel excessively large.
For example, a school building can be 580 times larger than the
human scale. We need to reduce that scale to create a more
intimate, human-centered environment—closer to the scale of a
home, around 50 times smaller. The site plan should avoid
uniformity and instead include varied shapes and orientations to
create different courtyards, allowing students to experience a
variety of views and spaces.

Smurf Village School, 2018-2021

A08: Smurf Village School

A09: A School like a Small Village

A10: Schools Offering Opportunities to Make Friends in Green Spaces
A11: Various Ceiling Space Designs

A12: Section of Smurf Village School

A13: Section on Indoor Activities within Yards at Smurf Village School

This approach contrasts with the typical uniformity we see in
schools today. For example, most schools have identical
playgrounds and buildings that remain the same for twelve years.
The sketches of this concept led to a project that was built, but |
wasn’t entirely satisfied because the buildings were still too large.
For my next project, | focused on smaller-scale designs. Thiswas a
private middle school, where | aimed to create a more diverse
environment with single- and two-story buildings and varied
playgrounds and courtyards. However, the teachers were not keen
on my idea to integrate more green spaces. They preferred to
maintain control over the garden walls.
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Nonetheless, | believe that if we set up a structure like this, the
space could evolve over time. In five or ten years, students and
teachers could add trees or other elements to make the space even
more dynamic.

00:31:07

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 2: Public Spaces Without Benches
170:3

A14: Separately and Together
The second issue | want to address is the lack of benches in public

spaces. Whenever | visit cities, | make it a point to count the number
of benches. For example, in New York, there are 170 benches along
950 meters of Broadway. In contrast, along the same length in
Seoul, | found only three benches. This is a real problem. When
walking in Seoul, your legs get tired, and you want to sit down, but
there are no benches available. As a result, people are forced to go
inside a café. Seoul has the most cafés in the world, which, in away,
is unfortunate because it shows the lack of public benches.

The issue is that in these cities, if you want to sit down, you have to
spend money. Wealthy people can afford to pay $5 to sit in a
Starbucks, but those who can’t afford that have to find an
alternative, which is usually harder to come by. This creates a
divide, where people who live in the same city can spend years
there without sharing any common experiences, which makes it
difficult to connect with one another. As a result, social conflict
increases.

Back in the 1970s and 80s, Koreans created shared memories by
watching the same TV dramas at the same time. This allowed
everyone to feel the same emotions and connect with one another.
But today, people watch different programs at different times on
platforms like YouTube or Netflix, so we no longer share the same
experiences or emotions. This lack of common ground contributes
to growing conflict in society.

To address this, we need to create more shared public spaces,
especially free spaces where people can interact. The simplest and
most cost-effective solution to this is adding benches in public
areas.

Separately and Together, 2021

I launched a campaign to add more benches to the city. This is the
Teheran-ro, a street in the Gangnam district of Seoul, South Korea
where is similar to Wall Street in Seoul, the area with the highest
rental fees. We placed 50 benches in this area. | designed one of
them, which consists of two separate chairs mounted on the same
rail. These chairs can be combined to form a bench, or rotated so
people can choose their preferred seating arrangement. They can
either sit facing each other, enjoy the view, or adjust the position as
needed. The design is flexible, allowing users to define their own
experience.

00:33:51

HyunJoon Yoo

Three Parks, 2024

The second project involves three parks. | had the opportunity to
design som e flats and an elective store for Samsung’s military
division in the Camden area, where their headquarters is located. |
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introduced three distinct parks, primarily aimed at creating pocket
parks for the public. These spaces allow people to rest, enjoy the
surroundings, and experience Samsung’s military materials. As the
wind rises to the top of the podium, visitors can also enjoy the
rooftop cafeteria.

00:34:31

HyunJoon Yoo

Wind Fence, 2016-2022

A15: Design Concept of Wnd Fence 2

This project is another example of creating a free space to stay. It’s
a building located along the seaside, offering a great view of the
ocean. However, the challenge was that the people in the alleyway
behind the building couldn’t enjoy the sea view. To solve this, |
convinced the client to divide the building into smaller sections,
creating pocket parks and alleyways where people could pass
through and experience the view without having to pay.
Additionally, there’s a staircase leading down to the seashore,
allowing direct access to the beach. The rooftop, which is empty, is
also opento the public. People can take the stairs up to the roof and
enjoy the sea view without spending money at a café. That’s the
essence of the design.

00:35:42

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 3: Complex Functions

The third problem | want to address is how to manage complex
functions in architecture. Often, architects are given very complex
programs to work with. In my case,

Mug Hakdong, 2011-2013

A16: Multifunctional Facility of Mug Hakdong

The project | was working on involved designing a small cafeteria
and a pension, similar to a small hotel. The rooms were compact,
filled with necessary items, making it a relatively small-scale
project.

A17: Design Concept of Mug Hakdong
The challenge wasn’t too difficult, especially since the site was

located right in front of a bus stop. | designed walls around the
space and introduced a rotating partition. This partition allowed for
flexible control of the space’s permeability, enabling the user to
control the view to the outside. The wall could be opened or closed
depending on the desired function.

At night, when the partition is closed, it can be used as a screen.
During the day, it can be opened to reveal the cafeteria. These
rotating elements helped create dynamic interactions between the
people and the space, giving the design flexibility and adaptability.

00:36:55

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 4: Drawbacks of High-Rise Office Buildings
Solution: Family-Like Office Buildings

A18: High-rise office buildings

The next problem is the drawback of high-rise office buildings,
particularly when a company is growing and decides to build a new
headquarters, like a 20-story building. This results in the division of
the community across 20 floors, with employees needing to use
stairs or elevators to move between them. This creates areal sense
of disconnection.

To solve this, | propose a solution inspired by a family-like office
layout, similar to a communal dinner table. In this setup, people
would sit around the table, facing each other, fostering open
discussions and interaction. This design aims to encourage a more
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connected, collaborative environment, solving the problem of
disconnection in high-rise offices.

JYPE HQ, 2024

A19: Winning proposal of Design Competition for JYP New HQ ®JYP Entertainment

This building project is designed as an entertainment headquarters,
and it presents a unique challenge due to the diverse needs of its
occupants. The headquarters must accommodate various types of
spaces, such as small rooms for solo singers to practice, larger
rooms for group dance practices, and individual rooms for
composers and engineers. Additionally, it needs to serve visiting
foreign composers, media personnel, CFOs, and other staff
members.

The problem with a typical, square-shaped design is that it often
lacks natural light and ventilation, making the interior feel cramped
and uninspiring. To address this, | designed the layout with a 12-
meter long, linear floor plan that adapts to the site’s irregular shape.
The larger rooms feature cantilevered structures that extend into
the courtyard, creating an open, airy feel.

One of the key features is the dining area, where people can gather
and engage with one another. The central courtyard acts as the
heart of the building, with rooms of varying sizes oriented toward it.
This layout creates a sense of openness, allowing employees to
move between spaces while maintaining visual connections to the
shared gathering areas.

The headquarters also includes spaces for fans, who frequently
visit the location. To separate the public from the artist’s private
areas, we've incorporated a shallow water channel that divides the
two spaces. For events, such as fan meetings, the water can be
drained, and planters are added, but the channel remains to
maintain the division. The exterior design features a police car for
security purposes, with a view of the outside courtyard.

Inside, the building features a unique interior garden space at the
top of an arch. This space provides a connection to nature, offering
employees a peaceful retreat during the colder months.

00:40:37

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 5: Car-Centric Cities
Solution: Walkable Cities

A20: Road Networks and Building Heights
The first problem | want to address is the issue of car-centric cities.

In the early 20th century, architecture was heavily influenced by
two major inventions: the elevator and the car. The elevator allowed
for the creation of multi-story buildings, transforming the skyline
into a forest of high rises. Meanwhile, the car changed the design of
roads, turning them into straight lines and increasing the distances
between intersections.

For example, in some cities, like New York, the distance between
intersections can range from 120 meters to 250 meters. However,
in Seoul, this distance has grown to 800 meters due to faster
transportation, which results in a more energy-consuming city. This
expansion of road networks also breaks down communities into
smaller fragments, altering the way people live and interact within
the city.
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When designing a city, it is crucial to first consider the pattern of the
road network (the figure-ground relationship), as this will directly
influence the lifestyle of its inhabitants. Secondly, the height of the
buildings plays a significant role in shaping the urban environment.
These two factors—road layout and building height—are essential
in defining how people experience life in the city.

HMG Smart City, 2021

A21: HMG Smart City
| had the opportunity to design a smart city for Hyundai Motor

Group. The city’s design is carefully structured to incorporate
advanced technologies and urban planning. One key aspect of the
project was creating spaces that welcome both residents and
visitors to the automotive industry.

We wanted to create a place where people feel connected to the
environment. From the entrance to the various public spaces, every
aspect of the design was intended to provide a seamless
experience. The goal was not just to showcase automotive
innovations but also to create a livable, interactive city where the
community feels integrated with its surroundings.

Through this project, we incorporated a variety of interactive
spaces where people could come together, explore, and enjoy their
time, such as public parks and plazas designed to foster
communication and connection. The city’s design encourages
mobility and accessibility, offering a variety of amenities to
residents and visitors alike.

The concept of a smart city is not just about technology, but about
creating a harmonious environment that addresses the needs of the
people. The Hyundai Motor Group’s vision for this city was not just
about making it technologically advanced, but about creating a
space that feels welcoming, functional, and innovative.

This city is a step toward the future of urban living, where
technology and community coexist in a way that enhances daily
life.

00:46:27

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 6: Housing Structures that isolate Family Members

Solution: Adding Windows Connecting Rooms
A22: Myeongjae Hanok

The next problem is the housing structure that isolates family
members. In traditional Korean homes, family members could stay
in the master bedroom, open the window, and still feel connected
by seeing into the other rooms. The windows in the rooms allowed
them to visually interact, creating a sense of closeness. However,
in modern apartments, the windows are all facing the outside, and
there are no windows between rooms. As a result, family members
who move into these spaces find it harder to engage in
conversations, and the sense of connection decreases. This
fragmentation of family interaction is a significant problem. Our
solution is to design windows that connect rooms, allowing for
better communication and a stronger sense of togetherness.

Kangaroo House, 2013-2014

A23: Alley Within The House
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The first project is the Kangaroo House. This is a house for two
generations: the parents and the son’s family, all living together in
the same house. My goal was to make these two living spaces more
independent while still maintaining a sense of connection. The
design allows for flexibility—one neighbor can move from one room
to another, creating a sense of multi-functional spaces, while still
being part of the same urban context.

A24: Engaging with windows within Kangaroo House

For example, when you go down to the ground level, you can see
people passing by outside, creating a sense of connection to the
neighborhood. | also introduced a narrow garden in the middle of
the house—a courtyard. Because the space is narrow, the son’s
family on the second floor cannot see directly into the master
bedroom, but the view from the first floor allows people to look into
the courtyard. The central area of the house, however, is the kitchen
and dining space, where everyone can gather for meals. This multi-
story space serves as the heart of the house, where all the family
members can come together.

In Korea, there is often a critical relationship between the mother-
in-law and daughter-in-law, leading to tension. To address this, |
placed the daughter-in-law’s bedroom on the second floor,
allowing her to have a higher vantage point over the space.
However, the mother-in-law, when working in the kitchen, could be
observed by the daughter-in-law. This design reflects and plays
with the dynamics of these relationships in a meaningful way, and
itis something | wanted to challenge in the design.

Multi Terrace House, 2019-2021

The next project is the Multitask House. This is a home for the
parents and their two children, a daughter and a son. Each family
member has their own bedroom, providing private spaces within
the home. However, when they step outside into the terrace, they
can see each other, fostering a sense of connection. The varying
shapes and conditions of the terrace create different atmospheres
for each individual.

Additionally, there are void spaces on each side of the house. Some
windows overlook the living room area, while others allow views
into different rooms on the upper floors. The master bedroom
features a special ‘baby window’—a window through which they
can look down onto the terraces of the other floors. This allows
family members to stay inside their rooms but still remain
connected to the rest of the house.

The design also includes separate spaces for the husband and wife,
allowing them to maintain their own areas within the shared home.

Plait Villa, 2019-2022

This is another approach to controlling relationships through the
use of space. In a different project, | was asked to design a house
with a cottage-style aesthetic, inspired by traditional korean folk
village with thatch roof houses. The site was quite long—50
meters—and it had a beautiful mountain view. The client requested
a design that incorporated what they referred to as a ‘Little Space,’
so | focused on making the most of the available space.
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To achieve this, | created folding elevations that maximized the
window surface, allowing for an open, airy feel. The roof was placed
on top, contributing to the overall shape of the structure. The folded
facade is key—by arranging the windows in such a way, each room
has views of the other rooms’ windows. For example, the mother’s
workshop is positioned in a way that she can see into the children’s
rooms, even though they remain inside. This design allows for a
sense of connection, even when they are not physically together.

The house features several balconies, enhancing the relationship
with nature. The roof shape continues into the ceiling, giving the
interior a cohesive, enclosed feel while maintaining openness and
connection.

00:51:50

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 7: Absence of Parks
Solution: Apartments with Yard-Like Balconics

A25: Difference of Di: B Parks in tan and Seoul

The next problem is the lack of connection through conversation.
While we have many green spaces, the problem lies in how they are
distributed. Our parks are very large, and the distance between
them can be as much as four kilometers. This means it can take up
to an hour to walk from one park to another, which forces people to
rely on the subway or a car to access them. As a result, many young
people are unable to visit the parks regularly, while retired people
are often the ones who go.

In contrast, in Manhattan, parks are distributed more evenly—
about every one kilometer—making it possible for people to reach
a park within a 30-minute walk. While we do have many green
spaces within apartment complexes, the problem is that they are
often enclosed by fences, preventing public access.

In traditional homes, nature was integrated into the design with a
courtyard, butin modern apartments, the balcony, which was once
a connection to the outdoors, is now often used as interior space.
This leaves no real outdoor nature within our living spaces.

AFER Hangang, 2018-2024

A26: Shared Spaces that Create Ci Are Di: ing In South Korean Cities

A building project often involves complex regulations that require
us to set back the structure as it rises. As a result, the section of the
building appears as shown here. Thanks to these regulations, we
can create balconies with varying sizes and shapes. This building
features balconies that are more than two meters wide without a
roof, and we’ve incorporated planting areas and trees to create a
yard-like atmosphere. This design allows residents to experience
changes in the weather and seasons, while also offering a sense of
outdoor space for the community.

A27: AFER Hangang

Because of the complex regulations, every unit in this building—27
units in total—has a unique floor plan. This diversity provides a
sense of individuality for each unit. The windows face each other,
allowing residents to interact visually from within their spaces.
Interestingly, the building is home to many high-profile residents,
such as members of BTS and celebrities from the entertainment
industry, making it a unique and special experience.
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TRINITY, 2023

The next project involves applying these ideas to a middle-class
housing development. This is a newly redeveloped area, and we are
designing a 50-story high building with the aim of integrating
balconies into the apartments. At the top, there will be a community
space that connects various parts of the building. The commercial
area at the basement is linked through outdoor stairs, which lead to
a park by the river.

In this building, apartments below the 20th floor will have
balconies. The location of the balconies varies—some are
connected to the kitchen, others to the living room, and some to the
master bedroom—allowing residents to choose floor plans that
best suit their preferences. Above the 21st floor, however, the
winds are strong and it’s dangerous to go outside. Instead of
balconies, we plan to provide panoramic views. To achieve this,
we’ll replace standard windows with split windows, allowing views
from neighboring rooms to extend into one larger, uninterrupted
vista.

Hyunjoon Yoo Terrace House, 2025

This is another terrace house project, and as you might have
noticed, I’'m quite fond of terraces. This particular development
consists of 102 terrace houses, located near the international
airport. Each unit features a terrace. The concept behind this design
isinspired by traditional Korean apartments, which often have large
garden spaces on the ground floor, but these spaces are not
accessible to the public. In contrast, this building’s garden is open
to the public, creating a continuous connection with the nearby
museum and extending all the way to the library area. This entire
complex functions as a unified park.

As part of this initiative, the developer donated the park space to
the city, enabling them to acquire the land at a significantly reduced
price. This exchange benefited both the developer and the city.

00:57:11

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 8: Modern Life Distanced from Nature
Solution: Coming Closer to Nature

HOMI, 2021-2023

A28: HOMI

A29: Solar Access: Vertical vs Horizontal Configurations
A30: Visibility Above And Below Ground Level

A31: Section of HOMI

The next problem is the growing distance from nature in our lives.
To address this, | wanted to design a house that maximizes the
connection with nature. This project, called Homi, is my weekend
house located on Jeju Island, a volcanic island known for its unique
natural beauty. Everywhere on the island, you can see the sea’s
horizon, and the architecture of the island prominently features
basalt, a lava-formed rock. This material creates striking contrasts
in the cultivated areas and adds to the island’s distinct character.

For the house, | designed a facade and layout that align with the
horizon. To maximize sunlight in the yard, | kept the building single-
story and used a zigzag-shaped floor plan to expand the surface
area for windows. By moving away from a conventional rectangular
design, l increased the window surface length from 45 meters to 90
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meters. This layout allows people inside the house to experience
nature differently—whether on the roof, the floor, a sunken area, or
the swimming pool.

Each corner of the house offers a unique viewpoint and interaction
with the environment. The living room, for instance, is made entirely
of concrete, with its color inspired by the island’s basalt. The
shadows of trees cast ever-changing patterns, creating an effect
akin to an Oriental painting, with the sunlight and trees transforming
the space throughout the day.

The master bedroom opens to a rectangular garden, and | placed
particular emphasis on the shower area. | envisioned an open
shower that immerses the user in nature, providing a sense of
freedom. For privacy, | incorporated smart glass that can block the
view when needed, ensuring a balance between openness and
seclusion.

To me, the toilet is also an essential space for contemplation.
Instead of conventional windows, | included a skylight to let
sunlight filter in from above. The light creates dynamic lines on the
walls, producing a calming, meditative effect. This space, with its
interplay of light and shadows, feels almost like a religious retreat.

The guest house, positioned 50 cm below ground level, offers a
unigue perspective of the garden, allowing visitors to experience
the landscape from a different angle. Each element of the design is
meant to foster a deeper connection with nature, creating a
harmonious relationship between the indoor and outdoor spaces.

01:00:22

HyunJoon Yoo

Gridscape, 2021-2023
Next is a project focused on green spaces. This design treats
balconies as functional extensions of living spaces, much like
individual office rooms for residents. Each room is equipped with
its own balcony, creating a variety of experiences and enhancing
the facade’s character.

These balconies not only offer private outdoor spaces but also
contribute to a dynamic and lively appearance for the building. The
unigue design of the facade reflects a vibrant, life-filled
atmosphere, giving each unit a sense of individuality while
maintaining cohesion in the overall structure. This approach
emphasizes the importance of integrating nature and open spaces
into everyday living environments.

Modern Ziggurat, 2021-2024

Here is another balcony project designed for summer production.
The shape of the balconies was influenced by adjustments to
regulations, similar to previous projects. The proportions and
lengths of the balconies vary, which directly impacts the
characteristics of the interior spaces.

This design incorporates a staircase positioned to take full
advantage of sunlight, creating a bright and inviting atmosphere
within the building. The interplay between the balconies and interior
elements defines the unique spatial experience for the occupants.
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Metal Curtain Building, 2017-2020

This is another innovative balcony project, incorporating dynamic
surfaces. The design allows users to open or close sections of the
balcony throughout the day, enabling them to alter the scenery as
desired. This adaptable feature not only provides functional
flexibility but also creates a visually engaging facade that changes
appearance depending on how the surfaces are adjusted. The
result is a building that responds to its environment and the
preferences of its occupants, blending practicality with aesthetic
versatility.

House for ART & TREES, 2023

A32: HOUSE for ART & TREES

The next project is The Stories Museum, located in a historically
significant area. This site, once a mountain, became a military base
where | served for a year and a half. Recently, the base was
decommissioned and redeveloped into an office complex. To
prepare the land for construction, extensive excavation created a
flat ground and a 16-meter-high retaining wall.

In designing the museum, | wanted to preserve and reintroduce
elements of nature lost during the site’s transformation. |
incorporated what | call “tree apartments”—dedicated spaces to
house trees displaced by the development. These green spaces are
situated adjacent to the museum, with a gap between the two
structures forming a tranquil outdoor area for visitors to rest and
reflect before re-entering the museum.

A33: Integration of Seoripul Park Promenade with Museum Design

A key feature of this design is the museum’s dual function as an
urban connector. It bridges the urban environment and the nearby
park by integrating a pathway through the building, allowing people
to traverse the 15-meter elevation difference seamlessly. This
pathway enables visitors to walk through the museum without
purchasing tickets, making art and culture accessible as part of
their daily routine. As people head to the park, they can naturally
explore the museum, turning it into a dynamic public space that
maximizes its use and enhances its connection to the surrounding
community.

01:03:17

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 9: Church Isolated from People

And the next one is the church, almost an isolated place for people.
As you know, a church is meant to invite lots of people into the
facility. But most of the time, churches have their doors closed, so
nobody can go inside.

Church Embracing the Community
So my idea for the church was: how can we create a more inviting
character for it?

The HUG, 2016-2018

A34:The HUG
A35: Design Concept of The Hug

The concept is inspired by the act of hugging—when you embrace
someone, your arms form a curve. This idea is translated into the
building’s curved facade, symbolizing an embrace that welcomes
pedestrians. At the ground level, we created an open space where
people can easily pass under the eave and enter. Inside, there’s a
public cafeteria that serves as a communal living room. This space
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is open to everyone, not just Christians, offering a welcoming
environment where anyone can spend time and feel included. That
sense of openness and accessibility is essential to the design.

Somang Church, 2022

So, the same idea applies to the swimming church, which is located
in the most expensive area. We call it Uncle Dong Dong, you know,
this area is very expensive. And this church is right in the middle of
the most expensive land. They spent a lot of space on the parking
lot. So, | suggested turning the parking lot into a park. This way, the
entire community, the people from the neighborhood, can actually
use this park. It’s a natural ground cycle. They can plant big trees
and spend time in the cafeteria. And I’'m going next to this yard.

Sungsil Church, 2022

So, the same thing, the same ideas apply to a small project, some
serious church. And this one is a smaller version of that idea. It is a
very old church, but we are renovating it to introduce this little
ground and give it to the neighborhood.

01:05:13

HyunJoon Yoo

Problem 10: What Should Be Preserved?

The last one is, what should be preserved. If | think about it, you may
have the same problem when you have a building in a bank or in
some old town area. And we always face the problem of what
should be preserved. Sometimes we want to preserve the building,
but | believe that the elevation is more important than the building
itself.

Village Tower, 2024

A35: Design Concept of Village Tower

So here, the village tower, we kept the shape of the village and the
alleyway. We demolished all the buildings but introduced smaller-
scale buildings on the ground level up to the fourth floor. Then, on
top of that, we introduced a 25-story office building. From the
ground level, pedestrians recognize the lower-level buildings, so it
feels like a very friendly neighborhood. There’s an alleyway in the
middle, allowing people to penetrate the building and walk through
the alleyways. On top, howeuver, is a highly functional office space.
So, we can achieve both goals at the same time. That’s the role of
the architect. With a creative and correct solution, we can
accomplish both objectives.

SAMSUNG R6, 2022

For the final part, this is another Samsung project. We’re nearing the
end, so I'll play something to share what we can achieve. The
composer also allows you to bring it, but at some point, we need to
document what we can do through the autoplay community. I'm
excited to introduce our club, and I’d love to know how long it took
you to get to this point. It’s been a long time seeing this in the paper.
How are things going? John, could you share with the readers how
many hours we spent on this? Maybe walk us through seven, five,
six, or eight hours? John, | tend to talk about YouTube videos, and
then you know what I’m going to do. You can go on your own, but if
you want, you may need to meet up. It’s a two-party app, right? You
get the idea. Do you want that? You can open it up and look for
yourself. But if you need to select other sites, feel free to do so,
whatever makes you comfortable with our approach to those two.
You’ll let us know later. | think you acquired the entire album in a
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single color. Do you remember if that was the optimal color?
Thanks again, and I'll talk to you soon. It’s by the system—beautiful.
Similarly, we’ll help you with that. You’re making progress, but |
want you to learn and consider your needs and interests. I’ll see you
later, and I’'m really excited because all | want to talk about is the
six. It was awesome that he was here, you know, for Paul. Could
you also take some visuals of the business? I'd like to share with
the entire assembly at Samsung Electronics here.

01:11:16

HyunJoon Yoo

There was something interesting | wanted to share. If you’re
interested in hearing more from me, feel free to check out my
YouTube channel. Please follow me there. You'll find a lot of ideas,
and many of the videos have English subtitles. We’ve made sure to
include that. Is that alright? Great, thank you! I’'m also a well-known
YouTuber. Professor, you already have a screwdriver from our
school. Thank you very much.

Q&A

01:11:52

MC: Hyunju
Jang

What | noticed is that Professor Hyunjoon Yoo is very
quintessentially Korean—dynamic and fast-paced, even when
moving through his slides! It felt like there wasn’t even a moment to
take a photo.

Nonetheless, | truly appreciate the wealth of projects and content
he prepared for us. It was incredibly insightful and valuable for all of
us here today.

Now, I’d like to open the floor for questions from the audience.
Since we’re running a bit short on time, we’ll take just a couple of

questions.

Anyone? Yes?

01:12:37

Audience 1

Hi, Professor Hyunjoon Yoo,
Thank you for your insightful and informative lecture.

I’'m a master’s student here at this faculty, and recently, | came
across a piece of literature where the author described high-rise
architecture as stacked community. | noticed some parallels to
your work, especially in the last project you presented.

This got me thinking—have you ever considered how your approach
might translate to a project brief focused on creating rentable
spaces, such as offices or apartments? Specifically, in cases
where the goal is to balance functionality with community-oriented
design, how do you ensure the outcome doesn’t devolve into
repetitive or overly homogenized architecture, which is often a
challenge in high-rise projects?

I’d love to hear your thoughts on how you would tackle such a
project while maintaining the individuality and vibrancy you
showcase in your designs.

01:13:38

HyunJoon Yoo

And actually, I’'m not sure if I've understood this correctly—sorry
about that.

01:13:43

Audience 1

Can | repeat the question?

01:13:45

HyunJoon Yoo

Yes, please.
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01:13:48

Audience 1

In the last project you presented, something | found particularly
interesting was how you approached the architecture to avoid the
typical repetitive floor plans often seen in high-rise projects.

So, when the brief for a project calls for something like that—
perhaps a high-rise with rentable spaces or apartments—how
would you approach it to ensure it doesn’t become a homogenized
repetition of floor plates? I'd love to hear your perspective on this.

01:14:11

HyunJoon Yoo

It depends on the project and the client because every project
comes with its own set of regulations and unique challenges.

Sometimes, | design a very functional structure at the top while
creating something dynamic or “special” at the base. What | always
try to do is ensure that at least one corner of the building stands
out—it has to be something distinctive.

That doesn’t mean the entire building always has to be spatially
impressive or striking in every way. Architecture, to me, isn’t art
because it’s not solely about personal expression or self-
satisfaction. It’s about addressing real-world problems with
creative ideas within the given constraints.

Every project comes with its own limitations, but the challenge—
and the beauty—of architecture lies in finding that single creative
idea that emerges from these conditions and makes the design
unique.
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Audience 1

That’s amazing. Thank you very much.

01:15:26

Audience 2:
Jiho Kang

I’d like to ask about the presentation, particularly regarding green
spaces. You mentioned the importance of having green areas within
different types of developments, such as apartments, schools, and
shopping malls. What, in your opinion, is the essential role of green
space in these environments, and how do you approach its
integration?

Additionally, | noticed the design of the Berkeley project includes
large, distinctive elements—such as its unique shape. Could you
explain why these design features were chosen? Are they meant to
serve a specific purpose, such as facilitating horizontal movement
through the space, or do they fulfill another function in the overall
design?

01:16:02

HyunJoon Yoo

The different shapes in my designs are actually influenced by
architectural regulations. | don’t design purely based on intuition
like Frank Gehry, for example. The shapes | create are driven by my
feeling that they should be diverse and offer a variety of solutions,
but always within the framework of regulations and constraints.

Creativity, in my view, arises from these constraints—every
limitation is an opportunity for a creative solution. A building |
admire is the Citicorp Bank in Manhattan. If you’re not familiar with
it, | encourage you to visit their website and explore the design
further. The building’s design is full of constraints, and there’s a
chart thatillustrates some of these, including structural limitations
and regulations.

The way the architect, much like Michael Jordan breaking through
four layers of defense, finds innovative ways to address constraints
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and make something extraordinary, is something every architect
should embrace. That’s the attitude we need to have.

01:17:29

Audience 3

Thank you for the inspiring lecture and for sharing so many beautiful
works and installations.

My question might not be directly related to the lecture, but I'm
curious—do you feel fortunate to have worked on projects that
span such a wide range, from high-rise buildings to more dynamic,
moving structures? For me, it seems that there’s a lot of economic
interrelation in these kinds of projects. Do you consider yourself
lucky in terms of the opportunities you’ve had, and how do you
approach these diverse types of work?
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HyunJoon Yoo

Yeah, of course, I’'m lucky. | didn’t have the opportunity to work on
these kinds of projects until | was 52 years old. | spent about 15
years working in a small office before things really took off.

Maybe this is a good lesson for you all. When | was a young student,
| was very ambitious. | wanted to be a great architect, like Renzo
Piano or Richard Rogers, and win international competitions to
become a global architect by the age of 30—that was my goal. But
I didn’t have that kind of chance. | didn’t get a significant project until
| was around 48 or 49.

At that time, | had no major projects, but | started writing a column
for a newspaper. | didn’t have much money, so | took on side jobs
like writing columns to earn extra income. Eventually, the
newspaper asked me to write regular columns, and the publishing
company suggested | turn them into a book. That book led to
invitations to give lectures and eventually a TV show. Suddenly, |
became a well-known figure in Korea.

That recognition eventually gave me the chance to design these
projects. So, | know that there’s always a second-best option, and
those accumulated second-best opportunities eventually become
the best. | never expected my career path to unfold this way. | never
thought I’d become a YouTuber, but that happened!

At the same time, being a writer, lecturer, and TV personality all had
one goal—to get the opportunity to design buildings. Fame does
help, in a way. It's much easier to convince clients when you have
that recognition.

However, sometimes things don’t go as planned. For example, a
recent project with Samsung Electric is on hold because it became
too expensive. We won the competition, but the budget exceeded
their limits. But I've also worked on other Samsung projects,
including an educational facility, so hopefully, something will come
from that.

01:20:57

MC: Hyunju
Jang

Okay, thank you everyone for your questions, and once again, thank
you, Professor Yoo, for this incredible lecture.

To conclude, I'd like to remind everyone that this lecture is part of
Architecture and Design for Society Lecture Series AY 2024.

| also want to take a moment to advertise next week’s lecture on 11
december 2024. We’'ll be hosting three superstar architects from
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Landprocess in Thailand: Siriwat jirawattananon, Saijapong
Lekuthai and Kotchakorn Voraakhom. The lecture, titled ‘Global
and Local Climate Adaptation: Nature-Based Solution for Urban
Adaptability’ will be in Thai. It will take place at the same time and
location, so please don’t forget to join us. | hope to see everyone
there.

For more information and updates on future events, you can check
out our faculty’s website and YouTube channel.

Before you leave, please take a moment to scan the QR code
displayed on the screen and complete our satisfaction survey. Your
feedback is invaluable and will help us improve future events.

For those who registered, snack boxes are available for collection
on the lower floor. Please don’t forget to pick them up.

Lastly, I'd like to thank our generous sponsors: Nippon Paint,
Skulthai, and Woodmark. And, of course, a big thank you to the
Korean Cultural Center for making this amazing opportunity
possible.

We’ll now play a short sponsor video. Thank you all for attending,
and we look forward to seeing you at the next lecture.

Thank you very much.
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